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C. H. CLAPP SCIENCE COMPLEX
DEDICATED AT HOMECOMING
MISSOULA-Emphasizing that "the University (of Montana) must serve the many, m

diverse but also

useful ways," Dr. D. L. Blackstork, Jr., spoke of Dr. Charles H. Clapp's broad view of the
function of a university during the dedication Friday of UM's new, $3.15-million Science
Complex.
Dr. Blackstone, a native of Chinook, Mont., spoke before a large crowd attending the
dedication, which was part of the University's 1971 Homecoming Weekend.
The new Science Complex was dedicated to the late Dr. Clapp, UM president from 1921
until his death in 1935.
Dr. Blackstone attended the University in 1933-34, studying for his master's degree
in geology.

He met Dr. Clapp at the University of Washington and was advised of the

geology department at UM before enrolling on the Missoula campus.
Dr. Blackstone is currently head of the geology department at the University of
Wyoming, Laramie.
"The rapport that Dr. Clapp established with the student body during his tenure (at UM)
was excellent," Dr. Blackstone stated.

"As I look back I recognize that it must have sprung

in part from his children who kept him advised as to the state of student affairs on the
campus, and provided him with a direct contact with student viewpoints."
Dr. Blackstone said Dr. Clapp was a scientist who fully understood that the scientific
enterprise is conducted by human individuals.

"To him the human relationship was

vital;

and it was important to him that he maintain contact with the teaching function of the Uni
versity," Dr. Blackstone said. "On several occasions he found time to spend an hour in the
basement of ’Iain Hall, where geology was housed, lecturing to five or six embryonic geologists

C. H. CLAPP SCIENCE COMPLEX DEDICATED--2
As a graduate student at UM, Dr. Blackstone attended a series of lectures that
Dr. Clapp held in Main Hall.
"Here I saw in action an educator dealing with the principles by which man's knowledge
of his environment is gained; and how it is tested," Dr. Blackstone said.

"To a young

graduate student it was a wonderful demonstration of why universities exist--to encourage
the use of the mind and provide discipline in the solving of problems."
The four-story Science Complex houses the geology and physics-astronomy departments,
a major portion of the forestry school and a part of the laboratory program of the chemistry
department.
Dr. Blackstone concluded his address by saying, "The promise of future service to
Montana existing in the brick and mortar before us must be fulfilled by generations of
faculty and students who will occupy the space in future years.
dous and I have no doubt that it will be fulfilled."
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